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Keeping Standards up-to-date 
Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and 
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves 
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which 
may have been published since the Standard was purchased. 
Detailed information about joint Australian/New Zealand Standards can be found by 
visiting the Standards Web Shop at www.saiglobal.com or Standards New Zealand 
web site at www.standards.govt.nz and looking up the relevant Standard in the on-
line catalogue. 
For more frequent listings or notification of revisions, amendments and 
withdrawals, Standards Australia and Standards New Zealand offer a number of 
update options. For information about these services, users should contact their 
respective national Standards organization. 
We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially 
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or 
ambiguities. Please address your comments to the Chief Executive of Standards 
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cover. 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia /Standards New Zealand 
Committee EL-044, Safe Working on Low-voltage Electrical Installations to supersede 
AS/NZS 4836:2001, Safe working on low-voltage electrical installations. 

This Standard incorporates Amendment No. 1 (May 2017). The changes required by the 
Amendment are indicated in the text by a marginal bar and amendment number against the 
clause, note, table, figure or part thereof affected. 

The objective of this Standard is to provide workers on low-voltage electrical installations 
and equipment with— 

(a) the principles of safe working practices; and 

(b) recommended procedures for safe working practices. 

This edition of AS/NZS 4836 contains additional information on the following: 

(i) Principles of risk management, assessment of risk and risk treatment. 

(ii) Working with asbestos and PCBs. 

(iii) Working below ground level. 

(iv) Cutting cables and wiring enclosures. 

(v) Selection and use of test equipment. 

(vi) Selection and use of personal protective equipment (Table 9.2). 

(vii) Preservation of an incident scene. 

The term ‘informative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the 
appendix to which it applies. An ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and 
guidance. 
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA/STANDARDS NEW ZEALAND 
 

Australian/New Zealand Standard 

Safe working on or near low-voltage electrical installations and 
equipment 
 

S E C T I O N  1    S C O P E  A N D  G E N E R A L  

1.1   SCOPE 

This Standard outlines principles and procedures of safe work, organization and 
performance on or near low-voltage electrical installations and equipment. It provides a 
minimum set of procedures, safety requirements and recommendations to manage the 
hazards associated with electricity, specifically arc blast, arc flash, electric shock and 
electrocution. Adopting these will provide a safe working environment for work on or near 
low-voltage electrical installations (see Clause 1.6.9) and equipment (see Clause 1.6.8). 

1.2   APPLICATION 

This Standard applies to all persons carrying out work on or near low-voltage electrical 
installations and equipment. 

It is the responsibility of all persons to ensure that the work they are doing does not present 
a risk to themselves and others at the work site or at a remote location. 

1.3   ACTS AND REGULATIONS 

All employers and persons involved in the electrical industry have legal responsibilities 
under various Acts of parliament, associated regulations called up by an Act, or documents 
called up by an Act or regulation (collectively known as statutory requirements). 

Details of some of these statutory requirements and the government agencies responsible 
for their administration are set out in Appendix C. It is the responsibility of employers to 
ensure that the latest versions of these documents and any other relevant occupational 
health and safety requirements are applied at all work sites. 

1.4   ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS 

Some work sites may be subject to additional requirements imposed either by company 
policy or by contractual arrangement. 

1.5   REFERENCED DOCUMENTS 

The following documents are referred to in this Standard: 

AS  
1270 Acoustics—Hearing protectors 

1319 Safety signs for the occupational environment 

1892 Portable ladders 
1892.2 Part 2: Timber 

2225 Insulating gloves for electrical purposes 

2550 Cranes—Safe use 
2550.10 Part 10: Elevating work platforms 
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