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K eeping Standards up-to-date

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued.
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which
may have been published since the Standard was purchased.

Detailed information about joint Australian/New Zealand Standards can be found by
visiting the Standards Australia web site at www.standards.com.au or Standards
New Zealand web site at www.standards.co.nz and looking up the relevant Standard
in the on-line catalogue.

Alternatively, both organizations publish an annual printed Catalogue with full
details of all current Standards. For more frequent listings or notification of
revisions, amendments and withdrawals, Standards Australia and Standards New
Zealand offer a number of update options. For information about these services,
users should contact their respective national Standards organization.

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or
ambiguities. Please address your comments to the Chief Executive of either
Standards Australia International or Standards New Zealand at the address shown
on the back cover.

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 99233.
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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand
Committee EL/44, Safe Working on Low-voltage Electrical Installations.

The objective of this Standard is to provide workers on low-voltage electrical installations
or systems with—

(@) the principles of safe working practices; and
(b) recommended procedures for safe working practices.

In the preparation of the Standard, reference was made to the Code of Practice for Safe
Electrical Work, Low Voltage Electrical Installations produced by the Office of the Chief
Electrical Inspector, Victoria and to the Guide to electrical workers safety practices
produced by WorkCover N.S.W.

The term ‘informative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the
appendix to which it applies. An ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and
guidance.
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Australian/New Zealand Standard
Safe working on low-voltage electrical installations

SECTION 1 SCOPE AND GENERAL

1.1 SCOPE

This Standard outlines principles and procedures of safe work, organization and
performance on or near low-voltage electrical equipment. It provides a minimum set of
procedures, safety requirements and recommendations for a safe working environment on or
near electrical equipment, installations or systems.

1.2 APPLICATION

This Standard applies to all persons, whether employees or self-employed and including
powerline and cable workers, carrying out work on or near low-voltage electrical
equipment, installations or systems.

The requirements of this Standard shall apply, whether or not quality systems are in place.

1.3 ACTSAND REGULATIONS

All employers and workers involved in the electrical industry have legal responsibilities
under various Acts of parliament, associated regulations called up by an Act, documents
called up by an Act or regulation, (collectively known as statutory requirements) or they
may be of a contractual nature.

Details of some of these statutory requirements and the government agencies responsible
for their administration are set out in Table 1.1. It is the responsibility of employers to
ensure that the latest versions of these documents and any other relevant occupational
health and safety requirements are applied at all work sites.

COPYRIGHT



