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Keeping Standards up-to-date 

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and 
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves 
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which 
may have been published since the Standard was purchased. 

Detailed information about joint Australian/New Zealand Standards can be found by 
visiting the Standards Web Shop at www.standards.com.au or Standards New 
Zealand web site at www.standards.co.nz and looking up the relevant Standard in 
the on-line catalogue. 

Alternatively, both organizations publish an annual printed Catalogue with full 
details of all current Standards. For more frequent listings or notification of 
revisions, amendments and withdrawals, Standards Australia and Standards New 
Zealand offer a number of update options. For information about these services, 
users should contact their respective national Standards organization. 

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially 
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or 
ambiguities. Please address your comments to the Chief Executive of either 
Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand at the address shown on the back 
cover. 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand 

Committee SF-049, Firefighters’ Protective Clothing to supersede AS/NZS 4821(Int):2002.  

The changes in this edition are mainly of an editorial nature, in order to raise the status of 

AS/NZS 4821(Int):2002 to a full Standard.  

It is the Committee’s intention that when both ISO Standards, Wildland firefighters’ 

personal protective equipment—Requirements and test methods (ISO 16073) and Structural 

personal protective equipment—Requirements and test methods (ISO 11613) are published 

and adopted, this Standard will be withdrawn. 

The objective of this Standard is to provide minimum performance requirements for 

firefighters’ footwear intended for firefighting and associated activities to enable the 

manufacture and selection of footwear that does not melt or ignite when exposed to flame 

or risks to which firefighters may be exposed. 

This Standard is not intended to restrict any jurisdiction, purchaser or manufacturer from 

exceeding these minimum requirements. 

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the 

application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part 

of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance. 
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S E C T I O N  1    S C O P E  A N D  G E N E R A L  

1.1   SCOPE 

This Standard specifies test methods and minimum performance requirements for three (3) 

types of footwear for firefighters. 

1.2   REFERENCED DOCUMENTS 

The following documents are referred to in this Standard: 

AS/NZS  

2161 Occupational protective gloves 

2161.3 Part 3: Protective gloves against mechanical risks 

RUL PF.2 Rulings to protective footwear Standards—Ruling 2: Flame resistance 

(Ruling to AS/NZS 4821(Int):2002) 

ISO  

6940 Textile fabrics—Burning behaviour—Determination of ease of ignition of 

vertically oriented specimens 

6942 Protective clothing—Protection against heat and fire—Method of test: 

Evaluation of materials and material assemblies when exposed to a source of

radiant heat 

20344 Personal protective equipment—Test methods for footwear 

20345 Personal protective equipment—Safety footwear 

EN  

14119 Testing of textiles—Evaluation of the action of microfungi 

prEN  

13287:2002 Safety, protective and occupational footwear for professional use—Test 

method and specification for the determination of slip resistance 

13832:2000 Footwear protecting against chemicals and micro-organisms 

SATRA  

PM 74 Uppers and bottoms thread—Physical testing—Break and extension at break

1.3   DEFINITIONS 

For the purposes of this Standard, the terms and definitions given in ISO 20345 apply. 

1.4   TYPES AND CLASSIFICATIONS OF FOOTWEAR 

Footwear for firefighters shall be classified in accordance with Table 1.1 and Table 1.2. 


