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Keeping Standards up-to-date 

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and 
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves 
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which 
may have been published since the Standard was purchased. 

Detailed information about joint Australian/New Zealand Standards can be found by 
visiting the Standards Web Shop at www.saiglobal.com.au or Standards New 
Zealand web site at www.standards.co.nz and looking up the relevant Standard in 
the on-line catalogue. 

For more frequent listings or notification of revisions, amendments and 
withdrawals, Standards Australia and Standards New Zealand offer a number of 
update options. For information about these services, users should contact their 
respective national Standards organization. 

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially 
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or 
ambiguities. Please address your comments to the Chief Executive of either 
Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand at the address shown on the back 
cover. 

 

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR AS/NZS ISO 15511:2015. 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand Committee  

IT-019, Information and Documentation, Information Technology—Learning, Educations, Training 

and Research, to supersede AS/NZS ISO 15511:2004. 

The objective of this Standard is to specify the International Standard identifier for libraries and 

related organizations (ISIL), which comprises a set of standard identifiers used for the unique 

identification of libraries, archives, museums and related organizations with a minimum impact on 

already existing systems. 

This Standard is identical with, and has been reproduced from ISO 15511:2011 Information and 

documentation⎯International standard identifier for libraries and related organizations (ISIL). 

As this Standard is reproduced from an International Standard, the following applies: 

(a) In the source text ‘this International Standard’ should read ‘this Australian/New Zealand 

Standard’. 

(b) A full point substitutes for a comma when referring to a decimal marker. 

References to International Standards should be replaced by references to Australian or 

Australian/New Zealand Standards, as follows: 

Reference to International Standard  Australian/New Zealand Standard 

ISO  AS/NZS 

3166 Codes for the representation of names 

of countries and their subdivisions 

 2632 Codes for the representation of names of 

countries and their subdivisions 

3166-1 Part 1: Country codes  2632.1 Part 1: Country codes 

Only normative references that have been adopted as Australian or Australian/New Zealand Standards 

have been listed. 

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the application of 

the annex to which they apply. A ‘normative’ annex is an integral part of a Standard, whereas an 

‘informative’ annex is only for information and guidance. 
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Introduction 

Communication and resource sharing among libraries and related organizations, including archives, museums, 
government agencies, educational institutions and businesses, have dramatically increased. This new 
collaboration has created a need for a structured, standard identifier for organizations, especially libraries. 

Due largely to the implementation of common standards which specify the formats for information exchange 
within the library, archival or museum communities, millions of bibliographic records are now available to 
users all over the world. They can be accessed through the internet, in virtual union catalogues, virtual 
archives and museums and through other cooperative information systems, or linked to, in whole or in part, 
through secondary internet services. Holdings data linked to descriptive records provide direct access to 
records, to surrogates of the documents, archival records and artefacts and to the services supplied by 
libraries, archives, museums and related organizations and agencies. A standardized identifier for the 
originating or holding source will effectively facilitate access to this information. 

Organizational identifiers are widely used in many countries. This International Standard utilizes a flexible 
structure that can accommodate existing identifiers and be used to create new identifiers. This common 
framework will enable organizations in the same sector and organizations in parallel sectors to collaborate. 
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Information and documentation — International standard 
identifier for libraries and related organizations (ISIL) 

1 Scope 

This International Standard specifies the International Standard identifier for libraries and related organizations 
(ISIL), which comprises a set of standard identifiers used for the unique identification of libraries, archives, 
museums and related organizations with a minimum impact on already existing systems. 

An ISIL identifies an organization, i.e. a library, an archive, a museum or a related organization, or one of its 
subordinate units, which is responsible for an action or service in an informational environment (e.g. creation 
of machine-readable information). It can be used to identify the originator or holder of a resource (e.g. library 
material or a collection in an archive). The ISIL is intended for use by libraries, archives, museums and 
agencies doing business or interacting with these organizations (e.g. suppliers, publishers, and government 
institutions). An ISIL identifies an organization or one of its subordinate units throughout its life. In some cases, 
such as when an organization has undergone a significant administrative change (e.g. a merger with another 
organization), particularly one that results in a name change, a new ISIL identifier can be allocated. 

Since this International Standard allows the use of existing codes to be incorporated into the ISIL, it is possible 
that a given organization can have more than one ISIL. However, it is the intention of this International 
Standard to minimize the number of codes. 

Any library, archive, museum or related organization, administrative unit or subordinate unit, acting 
autonomously, can be allocated an ISIL. 

An ISIL is not intended to be used to classify organizations or their services and holdings. 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced 
document (including any amendments) applies. 

ISO 3166-1, Codes for the representation of names of countries and their subdivisions — Part 1: Country 
codes 

ISO/IEC 10646, Information technology — Universal Coded Character Set (UCS) 

3 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply. 

3.1 
administrative unit 
any independent library, or group of libraries, under a single director or a single administration 
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